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T O O  L O S T .
Highway 2 is a beautiful road. The sky is clear and I can see miles out. The

mountains are bigger than I can comprehend and they wear white hats of

snow.  It's easy to feel intimidatingly small when juxtaposed against the

vastness of nature.

I'm on highway 2, preparing to hike in the Cascades: Mount Index,

specifically. My mother is with me and stare at the mountain range. 

After many minutes of silence, 

she tells me a story;
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"So there was this woman and her friend."

"Yea?"

"Yep. And they were going to hike together. Last

minute, her friend couldn't make it. But the woman

went anyway."

"What hike was it?"

"Ah, I don't know. So the woman's husband was waiting

for her at the end, and when she didn't show up, they

sent a search party."

"Well did they find her?"

"I think she must have wandered off the trail and got

lost because she couldn't make her way back. And then

a hiker later found her."

"Oh so they found her."

"They found a tent she had set up. And she died there

from starvation... you know the saddest part?"

"What?"

"She was not that far from the trail."

I later discovered that the woman was Geraldine Largay.

She had documented her journey along the Appalachian

Trail, even when she lost her way. Her last entry was:

"When you find my body, please call my husband George

and my daughter Kerry. It will be the greatest kindness for

them to know that I am dead and where you found me —

no matter how many years from now."

She was found two years later. She now rests, no longer

lost.


